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RECOGNIZING FINALISTS OF THE ARKANSAS 

STATE CODING COMPETITION 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the finalists from 
central Arkansas in the fifth annual 
Arkansas State Coding competition 
and a finalist for the Arkansas Com-
puter Science Educator of the Year 
Award. 

The team taking third place at the 
State coding competition this year was 
from eStem High School in my home-
town of Little Rock. The three-person 
team included Elijah Keen, Spencer 
Knight, and Sergio Markin. Each stu-
dent received a 529 college savings plan 
worth $500, in addition to winning $4000 
for their school. 

Also, a special congratulations to 
Kimberly Raup for being a finalist in 
the 2021 Computer Science Educator of 
the Year Award. She teaches at 
Conway High School, and she received 
a $2,500 award for being named a final-
ist. 

Congratulations to these students 
and to Ms. Raup on their awards, and a 
special thank you to the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock for hosting 
this event. 

It is events like this that allow our 
central Arkansas students to showcase 
their coding and STEM talents to show 
the importance of computer science for 
our youth. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA 
Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I bring 

birthday greetings to our beloved Na-
tion. I rise today to celebrate freedom 
and independence and democracy right 
here in the United States. 
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Madam Speaker, 245 years ago, our 
brave Founding Fathers gathered to-
gether in Philadelphia to sign the Dec-
laration of Independence. And on that 
hot July, in that stuffy room in Phila-
delphia, they came together to change 
world history, to change history here 
in the United States, and to open up a 
lifetime of opportunity for generations 
of Americans yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, what amazes me 
about that time is that small com-
mittee of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, thinking 
through of how would we break with 
Great Britain, how would America 
leave Great Britain. 

Madam Speaker, Jefferson was con-
cerned. In his rough draft, he said of 
Great Britain and the United States: 
‘‘We might have been a free and great 
people together.’’ 

Those words are not placed in the 
final copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, but it shows the struggle 
that the Founding Fathers had and 
Thomas Jefferson had as a principal 
author of how to make that break with 
a people they had respect for, and a 
king and a king’s policies they de-
spised. 

‘‘We might have been a free and great 
people together.’’ 

But think of the momentous feelings 
they had, the prayers they had every 

day on their knees for strength to take 
on the most powerful country in the 
world, with the most powerful Navy 
and military in the world. 

As Jefferson said: ‘‘ . . . it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected 
them with another . . . ’’ To pursue 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. 

Jefferson, while he didn’t include 
that statement about being partners as 
a free people going forward, he argued, 
‘‘we have appealed to their’’—the Brit-
ish—‘‘native justice and magna-
nimity.’’ And they were rejected. 

Madam Speaker, think of the bravery 
there. As the signers of the Declara-
tion, those Founders came together 
and said in the final closing words of 
the Declaration of Independence: ‘‘And 
for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection 
of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our for-
tunes, and our sacred honor.’’ 

And they did that for those genera-
tions of Americans unborn in this great 
land. 

So 245 years later, we have proven 
our resilience and our strength once 
again in coming through the pandemic, 
defeating COVID–19. And I am opti-
mistic about the future of our beloved 
country. While it has been challenging 
over the last year and a few months, 
but compared to the challenges those 
Founders faced, compared to the chal-
lenges this country has faced many, 
many times before, we show our 
strength, we show our true mettle, we 
pull through as one Nation under God 
many times before. 

So on this Fourth of July, I invite all 
Americans to celebrate our country’s 
birthday with their friends and family. 
Honor our cherished freedoms. And 
may we never forget the sacrifices of 
those generations before us in public 
service, in uniform, on the battlefield, 
who have sacrificed so much so that we 
may enjoy those freedoms that we have 
today. God bless each of you and God 
bless our great country. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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ESSENTIAL CAREGIVERS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
TENNEY) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
before you today to share the heart-
breaking stories from Americans 
around the country, including my own 
district, who were cut off from their 
loved ones in long-term care facilities 
during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

For the next several months in this 
Chamber, I will share harrowing testi-
mony submitted to my office from 
these families. 

Essential caregivers were prohibited 
from entering nursing homes, group 
homes, and other long-term care facili-

ties to provide an extra level of care 
and love, which is so desperately need-
ed and deserved by those who call these 
facilities home. 

Over the past year, long-term care fa-
cility residents suffered in isolation. 
Alone, many lost the will to live, and 
many others deteriorated physically 
and mentally. 

While we cannot go back in time to 
fix what has been done, we can take 
steps today to prevent this from ever 
happening again. If Congress fails to 
act, we could see thousands more 
Americans die or suffer in isolation 
again. 

I have introduced the bipartisan Es-
sential Caregivers Act to fight for the 
rights of our seniors, our constituents 
living in group homes with disabilities, 
and anyone who resides in a long-term 
care facility. This also includes young 
children with developmental disabil-
ities. 

Under Federal law, residents in long- 
term care facilities have a right to re-
ceive visitors at any time. But during 
the pandemic, this right was curtailed 
completely. Many residents, including 
children with disabilities and seniors, 
were not allowed access to loved ones 
who had been caring for them prior to 
the pandemic. This took a tremendous 
toll on them. 

My bipartisan bill addresses this 
issue by striking a commonsense com-
promise. It implements a new Federal 
standard that will end this indignity. 
This bill permits each facility resident 
to designate up to two essential care-
givers who will be provided safe, rea-
sonable, and transparent access to resi-
dents during any future public health 
emergency. 

The Essential Caregivers Act is a 
compassionate step to ensure the most 
vulnerable among us never suffer alone 
again. 

Why is this so important? 
Because essential caregivers aren’t 

just visitors; they are, as the name im-
plies, caregivers who help with activi-
ties of daily living and provide emo-
tional support and companionship. 

This care enriches the lives of resi-
dents, enhances their well-being, and 
helps them thrive personally and so-
cially. Without it, residents ultimately 
suffer. This is exactly what we saw dur-
ing the 15-month lockdown. 

The importance of the essential care-
givers in no way diminishes the critical 
role that facility staff place in resi-
dents’ lives, which during this pan-
demic was nothing short of heroic. Es-
sential caregivers simply supplement 
the care provided by facility staff. 
They are a force multiplier that en-
hances the ability of residents to 
thrive and to live their lives fully. 

Importantly, this bill upholds strict 
safety and health standards to protect 
residents, staff, and caregivers. Any es-
sential caregiver must comply with 
whatever health standards are put in 
place by a facility. This includes re-
quirements for testing, PPE, and social 
distancing. 
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In my home State of New York, one 

of the greatest tragedies of the COVID– 
19 pandemic was the suffering of those 
living in nursing and group homes. 
First, they suffered because of Gov-
ernor Cuomo’s negligent policy to re-
turn COVID-positive patients to long- 
term care facilities. Then they suffered 
by not being able to access the care-
givers they depended on for so many 
years. 

Today I want to tell their stories not 
only from the constituents I represent 
in New York, but also from those 
around the country who similarly suf-
fered. 

First, we remember the life of Ana 
Martinez. Vivian Zayas and Alexa Ri-
vera are the cofounders of Voices for 
Seniors. Their mother is Ana Martinez, 
who was supposed to undergo a few 
weeks of physical therapy in West 
Islip, New York. But because of Gov-
ernor Cuomo’s COVID mandates, Viv-
ian and Alexa were unable to tell their 
mother good-bye before she passed 
away after contracting COVID in the 
facility. 

Vivian and Alexa has since made it 
their life’s mission to see that no one 
else endures the hardships they experi-
enced being cut off from their own 
mother. 

We remember the life of Daniel 
Alvino. Tracey Alvino is the daughter 
of Daniel Alvino. Daniel was a veteran 
and a football fanatic. His family 
meant the world to him. His laugh was 
the highlight of all of their holiday 
parties. 

In March 2020, Daniel was placed into 
a rehab facility in a New York nursing 
home after having neck surgery. Under 
Cuomo’s nursing mandate, Tracey had 
no access to her father for a significant 
period of time. Daniel fell very ill and 
had to be rushed to a hospital and 
placed on a ventilator. 

On April 14, 2020, Daniel Alvino 
passed away at the age of 76. It wasn’t 
until a year later that his family fi-
nally held his funeral to commemorate 
his life that was cut far too short. 

This evening, we remember Mr. 
Alvino. 

We also remember the life of John 
Daly. John Daly was a husband, father 
of five, grandfather of nine, and a Ma-
rine veteran who served on the front 
lines in Korea. He and his wife, Mary, 
were together for 63 years until the day 
he entered the Gurwin Jewish Nursing 
Home and Rehabilitation Center at the 
time lockdowns were put in place. 

John spent 20 days at the facility 
after having been hospitalized with 
pneumonia. Having suffered a minor 
stroke previously, John had limited 
use of his left arm and needed assist-
ance. 
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Madam Speaker, his wife was the one 
who was normally there to help him in 
the facility, but she was cut off from 
him completely. She was no longer able 
to see John and received only infre-
quent phone calls. 

Once his rehab was over, the family 
picked him up to find that he was no 
longer able to walk. His condition had 
deteriorated significantly. In a matter 
of days, the family had to choose be-
tween hospice or fighting for his life. 
They chose to fight. 

Sadly, because of the isolation he 
faced, John was not eating enough to 
live. Sadly, John lost his life on May 
24, 2020. 

The family feels strongly that if his 
wife had been by his side, giving him 
the love and care that he needed, he 
would be with us today. 

This evening, we remember John 
Daly. 

Madam Speaker, we also remember 
the life of Rosemary Abraham. Karla 
Abraham-Conley is the daughter of 
Rosemary Abraham. Rosemary was ad-
mitted to a long-term care facility in 
September 2019. 

Before the pandemic, Karla was by 
her mother’s side as a caregiver. She 
took her to lunch, brought her to fam-
ily dinners, and provided help with the 
day-to-day activities. 

When March 2020 arrived, Karla was 
cut off from her mother completely. 
After months of isolation, speaking 
only over the phone, Karla noticed the 
toll that it was having on her mother’s 
health. 

Window visits were brutal and con-
fusing for her mother. Karla’s mother 
simply did not understand why Karla 
wasn’t allowed in to see her. 

As they spoke over FaceTime, Karla 
watched her mother deteriorate. Only 
after Karla pleaded for someone to care 
for her mother was she eventually sent 
to the emergency room due to poor 
health. 

Sadly, Rosemary Abraham died 7 
days later, on October 4, 2020. She died 
from isolation, failure to thrive, and 
neglect. 

If Karla had been allowed to be in the 
facility with her mother, she would 
likely be alive today. 

This evening, we remember Rose-
mary Abraham and remember that 
Karla Abraham-Conley was one of the 
people who inspired us to put together 
and to draft the Essential Caregivers 
Act. 

Madam Speaker, we also recognize 
the suffering of Susan Wilson. Robert 
Wilson is married to Susan Wilson. She 
is a retired pediatric nurse who suf-
fered a major hemorrhagic stroke that 
left her paralyzed on the right side. Her 
speech was limited, as was her ability 
to perform daily living activities. 

She did not get COVID, nor did she 
die in the long-term care facility, but 
she has suffered severe damage by the 
extended lockdown. 

For a full 7 months, he was excluded 
from seeing her. Even though she was 
in an excellent nursing home, her care 
and her emotional, physical, and men-
tal state deteriorated significantly. 

No staff, no matter how good, can 
provide only what an essential care-
giver can provide. His wife was admit-
ted to the hospital twice. Her speech 

deteriorated. She lost the ability to use 
her nondominant hand. She lost 
progress on relearning how to walk and 
is now confined to a wheelchair. 

In his formal testimony, Robert said: 
‘‘I am not a visitor. I am Susan’s voice, 
her only voice. She should never have 
been subjected to the isolation, and 
you all have the ability to keep it from 
happening again.’’ 

This evening, we recognize Susan’s 
suffering. The Essential Caregivers Act 
would have protected Susan’s rights 
and allowed critical access for John to 
continue for her care. 

Madam Speaker, we also recognize 
the suffering of Gina Zanchelli. Dolores 
Zanchelli was the caretaker of her 
mother, Gina, who lived in a skilled 
nursing facility in Long Island, New 
York. 

Dolores visited her mother every day 
to provide the extra care that the facil-
ity was not able to deliver each day. 
Having access to her mother allowed 
Dolores the chance to monitor her 
mother’s health closely. 

Once lockdowns went into effect, Do-
lores was cut off from her mother, who 
became depressed from being isolated. 
Physical therapy stopped, and the nec-
essary care she needed was deemed un-
essential in the facility. 

Delores and her mother were limited 
to only video calls during the 
lockdown. After Dolores went through 
a rigorous process to see her mother, 
she was able to have three socially 
distanced visits over the course of 13 
months, about 10 to 15 minutes each, 
but the isolation had already taken its 
toll. 

Gina’s rights were violated, and the 
damage that resulted physically and 
mentally has been irreversible. In Do-
lores’ words: ‘‘This should never be al-
lowed to happen again.’’ 

This evening, we recognize the suf-
fering of Gina Zanchelli. 

Madam Speaker, we also recognize 
the suffering of Lynn Ray Leljedal. 
Prior to COVID, Carrie had never been 
away from her son, Lynn, for more 
than 9 days. He was 32 when COVID 
shut down all the long-term care facili-
ties. 

Lynn was born with a rare seizure 
disorder called Sturge-Weber syn-
drome. At 16 years old, he had to have 
the right side of his brain disconnected 
to control seizures. 

Lynn moved into a long-term care fa-
cility in 2013. His mother, Carrie, has 
always been a hands-on mom. She 
never just went to visit; she would 
spend hours with her son, cleaning his 
room and eating meals with him and 
the other residents. Some nights, she 
would just go over to help him get 
ready for bed. 

In March 2020, Carrie was told that 
the facility was closed to all visitors. 
Her heart dropped. For over 4 months, 
she was only able to see Lynn through 
a window or through a virtual visit. 

When she was finally allowed to see 
Lynn, it was only at doctor’s appoint-
ments. The distance took its toll on 
them. 
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As Carrie said in her testimony to 

me: ‘‘There is only one way to ensure 
that any resident of long-term care 
never faces this again. This is by pass-
ing H.R. 3733, the Essential Caregivers 
Act.’’ 

Madam Speaker, these are heart- 
wrenching stories that show exactly 
why we need to pass the Essential 
Caregivers Act. Had this law been in 
place, these residents would not have 
suffered alone in isolation, and their 
caregivers would have been there to 
safely provide the supplemental care 
that is so critical. Individuals we lost 
may have been with us today. 

This bill is about protecting the 
rights of the most vulnerable among 
us. 

Madam Speaker, the stories I shared 
with you this evening only scratch the 
surface of the suffering individuals and 
families endured around the country. 

Madam Speaker, I have personally 
received hundreds of pages, and I will 
show them to you. This is just some of 
the gut-wrenching testimony from 
families who have been through excru-
ciating circumstances fighting for 
their loved ones’ rights. 

To read it all would take hours, 
which is why I will post every page of 
it on my website. Let it be a perma-
nent reminder of the need for this body 
to pass the act. 

Each of these stories, we will try to 
get them through. We have another 
year and a half left of the term to try 
to get them through Special Orders or 
other ways on the floor so that these 
people can be properly recognized. 

Before I close, I want to share some 
additional names of people who also 
submitted their stories, so that their 
names are in the RECORD: 

Bill Borelle, essential caregiver to 
his 96-year-old mother. 

Tamra Holland, essential caregiver 
to her mother, Darlene. 

Debbie Manderville, essential care-
giver for her father, Wallace 
McTaggart. 

Elmer Dengler, essential caregiver to 
Sara Dengler. 

Kim Eastmann, essential caregiver to 
Eulala Dade. 

Ginger Vukas, essential caregiver for 
Virginia Ross. 

Irma Rappaport, essential caregiver 
to Lillian Felix. 

John Barabas, essential caregiver to 
his wife, Patricia. 

Karen Klink, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Cynthia. 

Katie Zaba, essential caregiver to her 
Uncle Jack. 

Laughing Womyn Ashonosheni, es-
sential caregiver to her 86-year-old par-
ents. 

Laurette Klier, essential caregiver to 
her mother-in-law. 

Laurie Kruithof, essential caregiver 
to her mother. 

Lucille Powell, essential caregiver to 
her husband, Jack. 

Amy Saunders, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Gloria Kravetz. 

Beth Segessenman, essential care-
giver to her mother. 

Cindy Goodloe, essential caregiver to 
her father, Major John Preston Roden. 

Denise Holt, essential caregiver to 
her husband. 

Diane McMillen, essential caregiver 
to her mother, Joanne. 

Kathi A. Vanbenschoten, essential 
caregiver to Karl Landherr. 

Emily Main, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Nancy Proudfit. 

Felicia Knary, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Joyce. 

Joyce B., essential caregiver to her 
mother. 

Margaret Melzer, essential caregiver 
to her mother, Elfried Mach Melzer. 

Martha Rhodes, essential caregiver 
to her 91-year-old mother. 

MarySue Phipps, essential caregiver 
to her mother, Lucille Harris. 

Maxine Schwartz, essential caregiver 
to her mother 

Melody Taylor Stark, essential care-
giver to her husband, Bill 

Merrily Caldwell, essential caregiver 
to her mother 

Mindy Cain, essential caregiver to 
her father 

Nancy Klein, essential caregiver to 
her son 

Paula Fowler, essential caregiver to 
her father 

Rachel Sanchez, essential caregiver 
to her mother 

Regina Clemmer and Ashley Patrick, 
essential caregivers to their sister 

Veronica ‘‘Roni’’ Ferraro, essential 
caregiver to her husband 

Sam Kukich, essential caregiver to 
her grandmother 

Sandra Waters, essential caregiver to 
her mother 

Sharon Echtmann, essential care-
giver to her husband 

Sherri Ustich, essential caregiver to 
her special needs daughter 

Sommer Reider, essential caregiver 
to her mother 

Susan Groseclose, essential caregiver 
to her husband, Dennis 

Suzanne Von Bargen, essential care-
giver to her mother 

Todd and Marla Carter, essential 
caregivers for Tanya, Freddy, and 
Linda 

Victoria Cerrone, essential caregiver 
to her father, Vittorio 

Bridgette Gianturco, essential care-
giver to her mother, Joy Preston 

Jaime, essential caregiver to their 
mother, Jeanette Hohler 

Bernadine Chapman, essential care-
giver to her brother 

Courtney Templeton, essential care-
giver to her mother 

Cynthia Hadden, essential caregiver 
to her father 

John Carlone, essential caregiver to 
his mother 

Lynn Norman, essential caregiver to 
their mother, Connie Power 

Denise Bogan, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Gabrielle Lewis 

Sally Raque, essential caregiver to 
her 90-year-old mother 

Julie Lewis, essential caregiver to 
her 80-year-old father 

Amy Mcguire, essential caregiver to 
her mother, Frances Dowell 

Rick Winter, essential caregiver to 
many through the years 

Karen Basso, essential caregiver to 
her husband, Derek Franklin Basso 

Erma Hall-Thomas, essential care-
giver to her older sister 

Roietta Combs, essential caregiver to 
her father 

Stacey Palant, essential caregiver to 
her mother and late father 

Deborah Buchanan, essential care-
giver to her mother 

Catherine Carlton, essential care-
giver in northern New Jersey 

Virginia Andreoli Muscarella, essen-
tial caregiver to her father, Fred 
Andreoli 

Cindy Tate-Gibson, essential care-
giver to her mother 

Beth Nelson, essential caregiver to 
her husband, Stanley Fullwood 

Kathleen McCartney, essential care-
giver to her mother, Mary 

Cindy, essential caregiver to her 91- 
year-old mother 

Patricia Cladek, caregiver to her 
mother, Doris 

Crystal Ton, essential caregiver to 
her son Jackson 

Patricia Medeiros and Maria 
Tavarozzi, essential caregivers to their 
mother 

Mariam Barakzoy, essential care-
giver to her mother 

Marilynn Lester, essential caregiver 
to her 87-year-old mother, Ruth Lester 

Teresa Trimpler, essential caregiver 
to her parents, Maria and Enrique Her-
nandez 

Simone Kraemer, essential caregiver 
to her mother 

Ila Haymaker, essential caregiver to 
her mother 

Tim Wall, essential caregiver to his 
mother, Peggy Martin Wall 

Maitely Weismann, essential care-
giver to her mother, Celia Weismann 

Charles Galligan, essential caregiver 
to his father, Jack. 

Each of these individuals submitted 
testimony to my office that is just as 
powerful and compelling as the seven 
stories I shared with you this evening. 

As I said, I will post these testi-
monies on my website and, hopefully, 
throughout the next year and a half, I 
will be able to speak about each one of 
these people who have given essential 
care on behalf of a family member and 
the loss that these people suffered over 
the next several months. 

I encourage each member of this 
body to take time to read these stories 
and hear the pleas of those who suf-
fered. The one bit of solace I take from 
these stories is that the elected Mem-
bers of Congress here tonight can do 
something to prevent these tragedies 
from ever happening again. 

We stand together and support pas-
sage of the bipartisan Essential Care-
givers Act. It will protect these indi-
viduals and their loved ones from any 
future harm. 

I want to close by thanking Con-
gressman LARSON from Connecticut for 
leading this bipartisan effort with me. 
I also want to thank the bill’s other co-
sponsors: ELISE STEFANIK, JOHN RUTH-
ERFORD, YVETTE HERRELL, MADISON 
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CAWTHORN, ABIGAIL SPANBERGER, TED 
BUDD, JEFF VAN DREW, and STEVE 
COHEN. 

Tomorrow morning, I will be joined 
by caregivers from all over the country 
at the Capitol steps to call for the 
House to take up our bill and make 
right this injustice. No individual de-
serves the indignity of suffering alone. 
We can fix this, and we must. 

May God bless all of those who suf-
fered and all of those essential care-
givers around our Nation. We are 
grateful to you. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 
RULES 

RULES OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 
FOR THE 117TH CONGRESS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, 

Washignton, DC, June 29, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: As Vice Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Printing I hereby 
submit the committee rules for the 117th 
Congress. 

Sincerely, 
ZOE LOFGREN, 

Chairperson. 
RULE 1.—COMMITTEE RULES 

(a) The rules of the Senate and House inso-
far as they are applicable, shall govern the 
Committee. 

(b) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record as soon as 
possible following the Committee’s organiza-
tional meeting in each odd-numbered year. 

(c) Where these rules require a vote of the 
members of the Committee, polling of mem-
bers either in writing or by telephone shall 
not be permitted to substitute for a vote 
taken at a Committee meeting, unless the 
Ranking Minority Member assents to waiver 
of this requirement. 

(d) Proposals for amending Committee 
rules shall be sent to all members at least 
one week before final action is taken there-
on, unless the amendment is made by unani-
mous consent. 

RULE 2.—REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(a) The regular meeting date of the Com-

mittee shall be the second Wednesday of 
every month when the House and Senate are 
in session. A regularly scheduled meeting 
need not be held if there is no business to be 
considered and after appropriate notification 
is made to the Ranking Minority Member. 
Additional meetings may be called by the 
Chair, as he may deem necessary or at the 
request of the majority of the members of 
the Committee. 

(b) If the Chair of the Committee is not 
present at any meeting of the Committee, 
the Vice Chair or Ranking Member of the 
majority party on the Committee who is 
present shall preside at the meeting. 

RULE 3.—QUORUM 
(a) Five members of the Committee shall 

constitute a quorum, which is required for 
the purpose of closing meetings, promul-
gating Committee orders or changing the 
rules of the Committee. 

(b) Three members shall constitute a 
quorum for purposes of taking testimony and 
receiving evidence. 

RULE 4.—PROXIES 
(a) Written or telegraphic proxies of Com-

mittee members will be received and re-

corded on any vote taken by the Committee, 
except for the purpose of creating a quorum. 

(b) Proxies will be allowed on any such 
votes for the purpose of recording a mem-
ber’s position on a question only when the 
absentee Committee member has been in-
formed of the question and has affirmatively 
requested that he be recorded. 

RULE 5.—OPEN AND CLOSED MEETINGS 
(a) Each meeting for the transaction of 

business of the Committee shall be open to 
the public except when the Committee, in 
open session and with a quorum present, de-
termines by roll call vote that all or part of 
the remainder of the meeting on that day 
shall be closed to the public. No such vote 
shall be required to close a meeting that re-
lates solely to internal budget or personnel 
matters. 

(b) No person other than members of the 
Committee, and such congressional staff and 
other representatives as they may authorize, 
shall be present in any business session that 
has been closed to the public. 
RULE 6.—ALTERNATING CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

BY CONGRESSES 
(a) The Chair and Vice Chair of the Com-

mittee shall alternate between the House 
and the Senate by Congresses: The senior 
member of the minority party in the House 
of Congress opposite of that of the Chair 
shall be the Ranking Minority Member of 
the Committee. 

(b) In the event the House and Senate are 
under different party control, the Chair and 
Vice Chair shall represent the majority 
party in their respective Houses. When the 
Chair and Vice-Chair represent different par-
ties, the Vice-Chair shall also fulfill the re-
sponsibilities of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber as prescribed by these rules. 

RULE 7.—PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
Questions as to the order of business and 

the procedures of Committee shall in the 
first instance be decided by the Chair; sub-
ject always to an appeal to the Committee. 

RULE 8.—HEARINGS: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
AND WITNESSES 

(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be 
conducted by the Committee, shall make 
public announcement of the date, place and 
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted on any measure or matter at least 
one week before the commencement of that 
hearing unless the Committee determines 
that there is good cause to begin such hear-
ing at an earlier date. In the latter event, 
the Chair shall make such public announce-
ment at the earliest possible date. The staff 
director of the Committee shall promptly 
notify the Daily Digest of the Congressional 
Record as soon as possible after such public 
announcement is made. 

(b) So far as practicable, all witnesses ap-
pearing before the Committee shall file ad-
vance written statements of their proposed 
testimony at least 48 hours in advance of 
their appearance and their oral testimony 
shall be limited to brief summaries. Limited 
insertions or additional germane material 
will be received for the record, subject to the 
approval of the Chair. 

RULE 9.—OFFICIAL HEARING RECORD 
(a) An accurate stenographic record shall 

be kept of all Committee proceedings and ac-
tions. Brief supplemental materials when re-
quired to clarify the transcript may be in-
serted in the record subject to the approval 
of the Chair. 

(b) Each member of the Committee shall be 
provided with a copy of the hearing tran-
script for the purpose of correcting errors of 
transcription and grammar, and clarifying 
questions or remarks. If any other person is 
authorized by a Committee Member to make 

his corrections, the staff director shall be so 
notified. 

(c) Members who have received unanimous 
consent to submit written questions to wit-
nesses shall be allowed two days within 
which to submit these to the staff director 
for transmission to the witnesses. The record 
may be held open for a period not to exceed 
two weeks awaiting the responses by wit-
nesses. 

(d) A witness may obtain a transcript copy 
of his testimony given at a public session or, 
if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the Committee. Testimony re-
ceived in closed hearings shall not be re-
leased or included in any report without the 
approval of the Committee. 
RULE 10.—WITNESSES FOR COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

(a) Selection of witnesses for Committee 
hearings shall be made by the Committee 
staff under the direction of the Chair. A list 
of proposed witnesses shall be submitted to 
the members of the Committee for review 
sufficiently in advance of the hearings to 
permit suggestions by the Committee mem-
bers to receive appropriate consideration. 

(b) The Chair shall provide adequate time 
for questioning of witnesses by all members, 
including minority Members and the rule of 
germaneness shall be enforced in all hearings 
notified. 

(c) Whenever a hearing is conducted by the 
Committee upon any measure or matter, the 
minority on the Committee shall be entitled, 
upon unanimous request to the Chair before 
the completion of such hearings, to call wit-
nesses selected by the minority to testify 
with respect to the measure or matter dur-
ing at least one day of hearing thereon. 

RULE 11.—CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
FURNISHED TO THE COMMITTEE 

The information contained in any books, 
papers or documents furnished to the Com-
mittee by any individual, partnership, cor-
poration or other legal entity shall, upon the 
request of the individual, partnership, cor-
poration or entity furnishing the same, be 
maintained in strict confidence by the mem-
bers and staff of the Committee, except that 
any such information may be released out-
side of executive session of the Committee if 
the release thereof is effected in a manner 
which will not reveal the identity of such in-
dividual, partnership, corporation or entity 
in connection with any pending hearing or as 
a part of a duly authorized report of the 
Committee if such release is deemed essen-
tial to the performance of the functions of 
the Committee and is in the public interest. 

RULE 12.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS 

The rule for broadcasting of Committee 
hearings shall be the same as Rule XI, clause 
4, of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. 

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE REPORTS 
(a) No Committee report shall be made 

public or transmitted to the Congress with-
out the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee except when Congress has adjourned: 
provided that any member of the Committee 
may make a report supplementary to or dis-
senting from the majority report. Such sup-
plementary or dissenting reports should be 
as brief as possible. 

(b) Factual reports by the Committee staff 
may be printed for distribution to Com-
mittee members and the public only upon 
authorization of the Chair either with the 
approval of a majority of the Committee or 
with the consent of the Ranking Minority 
Member. 

RULE 14.—CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 

No summary of a Committee report, pre-
diction of the contents of a report, or state-
ment of conclusions concerning any inves-
tigation shall be made by a member of the 
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